
Lake Michigan Water Trail Plan

1. Vision, Goals & Objectives

2. Water Trail Segments – Access Site 
Inventory and Classification

3. Action Plan & Enhancement Zones

4. Public Website for Trip Planning & 
Information Updates 

5. Local Government Recreation Plan 
Model Language

6. Best Management Practices



Vision, Goals & Objectives

• Provide users access every five miles

• Provide restroom every five miles

• Establish universal access in every harbor

• Ensure camping every ten miles

• Install signage and amenities at access 
sites

• Acquire land for additional access and for 
water trail frontage to experience 
wetlands, natural areas

• Embrace National Park Service National 
Water Trail Best Management Practices



Lake Michigan Water Trail Segments
Access Inventory and Classification

Lake Michigan Water Trail – West:

- 39 public access launching sites

- 15 campgrounds on shoreline

West Michigan Coastal Water Trails:

- 103 inventoried public access        
launching sites in connecting waters

- 4 inventoried campgrounds along

Connecting/coastal water trails

Classification of 144 Access Types:  
Alternate – 24,   Carry-In – 60, 
Developed – 58, Rest Stops - 2



Lake Michigan Water Trail Segments
Access Inventory and Classification



Local Government Recreation Plan 
Model Language



Local Government Recreation Plan 
Model Language


